“KIDS ON THE BLOCK” 

REVISED CHARACTER MENU 
Renaldo Rodriguez:
-11 years old, blind – wears glasses to see the outline of very large 

                                               shapes and shadows


-Has a brother named Josue

-No one else in the family is blind


-Renaldo’s blindness is due to a premature birth
                                    -Wants a Seeing Eye dog, but has to be 18 to get one


-Goes to Woodburn Elementary, a public school with non-disabled 

                                                 Kids.  School has Library of Braille and talking books.

-Hobbies: checkers, reading and music


-Sports: especially likes baseball


-Dislikes:  people treating him differently

-Likes: Mel, reading, social studies, and spaghetti

Mark Riley:
-11 years old, Cerebral Palsy – congenital. A developmental 

                                               Disability that affects the ability to control movement in 


           mouth, hands and legs, speech impediment; intelligence


           unimpaired; in fact he is very bright; poor fine motor


           coordination. He works with speech, occupational, physical


           therapist


-In the 5th grade. Good at math and science.                                   

-He is a reporter for the school newspaper.


-Has a twin brother, Michael who does not have CP.   


-Hobbies: Chess, swimming, soccer, and baseball


-Dislikes: being pitied, the barber, falling out of bed or his 

wheelchair, having to have his mom help him get dressed, 

buildings he cannot get into, spinach




-Likes: people, himself, watching Michael play football, popping 

                                                wheelies, racing Mel         



-Wants to be a sports writer and be independent

Ellen Jane Peterson:
-17 years old, Mental Retardation – Down’s syndrome, is in a



transitional program in high school which is designed to 



help her develop practical life skills, communication and



social skills

-This semester she is a veterianians’ assistant at Valley Animal


Hospital

-Has one little brother, Jeffrey who is 10 years old and has normal


intelligence.  
-Lives with family, her goal is to get her own apartment someday
           with a friend




-Hobbies: bowling, swimming, riding bike, and animals.
-Dislikes: being teased, called names, people who are mean to 

            animals, meatloaf, her hair




-Likes: Girl Scouts, summer camp, puppies, kittens,  




 Doc Rogers, her job, and pizza

Jennifer Hauser:
-11 years old, Learning Disabilities (LD) – a type of dyslexia




-Has trouble telling left and right, gets some of her letters 

backwards and upside down, consequently has difficulty

with reading and writing, visual perception problem (VPP)




-She is an only child  



-Attends a regular 5th grade but visits her tutor, Miss Ricci in the 





resource room for help with letters and reading (every day)





according to her IEP




-Hobbies: her pen pal, Eddy in California, playing soccer, 

gymnastics and singing




-Dislikes: the fact that she has to struggle to read, have to practice





letters on sunny days, long speeches, and dresses




-Likes: space exploration and space movies, space camp, math, 

singing, (wants to be an astronaut), cinnamon toast & 

celery with peanut butter, Miss Ricci, and Eddy

Mandy Puccini:
-10 years old, profoundly deaf, Mandy has high frequency loss





Can hear only loud sounds. Has been deaf since birth.

Wears hearing aids to help her pick up some sounds. She

speaks a little but her friends have trouble understanding 

her




-Two of Mandy’s grandparents are deaf and her father is hard of 

hearing. Mandy’s mother and two sisters can hear. Everyone “speaks” American Sign Language at home. Has

a dog named Sneakers




-Mandy is attending a public 4th grade. She has a classroom teacher 





and an interpreter. The interpreter takes spoken English and





interprets it into American Sign Language



-The teacher also writes a lot on the board and is careful to stand so





Mandy can read her lips. Mandy is teaching her friends





American Sign Language. Mandy sees a speech therapist to 

learn how to lip read and speak

-Hobbies: baking cookies and drawing
-Dislikes: people leaving her out of conversations, people who are 





afraid to communicate with her, math, doing chores, 

practicing speech, people who feel sorry for her




-Likes: teaching her friends sign language, dancing, her dog 

Sneakers, pizza, camping

Brenda Dubrowsky:
-10 years old. She has a negative self-image. She thinks she’s fat 

and that no one will like her because of it. Brenda’s mother

always has her on a diet and tries to teach her to be ladylike




-Brenda is an only child. Her parents are divorced. She has a dog 

named Muffy

-Attends the same public school as the rest of the Kids. Does

 meticulous work, but has trouble with math, science and

 gym




-Hobbies: piano lessons, singing



-Dislikes: yogurt, celery, teasing, being chosen last, gym, getting

 dirty 



-Likes playing the piano, Muffy, going places with her mom, the





color pink, friends, social studies, cookies, pie alamode,





reading Nancy Drew books. Loves playing with dolls, 

putting on plays with Mel

Melody James:
-11 years old. She has 2 “disabilities” she wears glasses and has 4 

older brothers!




-Needless to say, Melody lives in a loud household.   

 She lives in the same neighborhood as Mark




-Mel’s good at gym, but otherwise her grades are average. She is a





group leader




-Hobbies: running, soccer, fighting with her brothers, being team 

captain, leather craft, putting on plays, ballet



-Dislikes: reading, her brothers teasing and tickling her, 

 boys (except for Mark), sitting still, anyone who calls her 
             “four eyes”

-Likes: being outside, chocolate, funny movies, rollerblading, 

listening to music

